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editor's corner

Letter from the Outgoing Editor-in-
Chief

Dear SIMB Community,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as the Editor-in-Chief of SIMB News from 2019 to 2024. It has been an
honor to continue the work of Elisabeth (Betty) Elder and to contribute to the magazine’s mission of informing and inspiring
our Society’s membership. As | pass the torch to Kris Rath, the incoming Editor-in-Chief, | am confident that the magazine
will continue to thrive under his capable leadership.

During my tenure, | was fortunate to work with an exceptional team of Associate Editors, including Betty Elder, Stephanie
Gleason, Kristien Mortelmans, and Vanessa Nepomuceno. Their invaluable contributions ensured that our articles were not
only well-written but also engaging and relevant to the interests of our members. They worked tirelessly to uphold the
magazine’s quality and maintain its appeal.

| also want to express my gratitude to Haley Cox, Executive Director of SIMB, whose steady guidance has been instrumental,
and Katherine Devins, SIMB Publications Coordinator, who meticulously assembled the articles and other components into a
cohesive and visually appealing publication.

Over the past five years, we achieved several significant milestones. One of the most impactful was making SIMB News
available as an open-access publication on the SIMB website, while continuing to deliver printed copies to our members.
This transition expanded our readership and provided greater accessibility to life science and microbiology professionals,
industry leaders, and students around the globe. The open-access format has enhanced the magazine’s visibility and
fostered a broader exchange of knowledge and ideas within our community.

We also introduced new content initiatives, such as inviting leaders in microbiology and industrial biotechnology to
contribute feature articles and interviews. Notable contributors included Nigel Mouncey, Director of the DOE Joint Genome
Institute, who shared insights into research, product development, and advice for students and early-career professionals.
These interviews have strengthened SIMB News as a platform for fostering connections, mentorship, and inspiration within
our membership.

The challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic required adaptability, particularly in sourcing articles from authors facing
disruptions. Through collaboration and commitment, we ensured uninterrupted publication, continuing to provide timely
and relevant content to our readers. Two memorable features were published during this period. One article was focused on
preserving living stock collections in research —both practical and heartfelt, it provided many valuable lessons. The second
article was a compilation of personal stories on how the pandemic affected industrial microbiologists at different key points
in their careers. Both of these articles resonated deeply with the members of our community.

| encourage all of you to continue sharing your feedback, ideas, and suggestions for future content. Whether you have a
concept for a feature article or updates from SIMB Committees to showcase, your input is vital to keeping SIMB News vibrant
and relevant.

As | step down, | remain committed to supporting Kris Rath in his new role. Having worked with him for over eight years,
I know he will bring fresh perspectives and energy to the magazine. | will continue to mentor and guide as needed and
encourage you to share SIMB News with your peers to further its reach and impact.

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your Editor-in-Chief. | look forward to continuing my involvement with SIMB and to
seeing the magazine flourish in the years ahead.

Warm regards,
Melanie Mormile
Outgoing Editor-in-Chief of SIMB News
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Scientific Excellence

and Leadership

SIMB will identify the technical needs
of our community to advance the
industry and facilitate solutions

e Continue to foster collaboration and
knowledge sharing between academic,
industrial, and government stakeholders

o Offer educational opportunities and
programs that focus on current and future
trends with input and support from industry
partners

¢ Elevate the Journal of Industrial Microbiology
and Biotechnology to be a key information
source for the SIMB community

e Recognize and promote the current leaders,
future leaders, and scientific excellence of
our community

Inclusion and

Responsibility

SIMB will promote and maintain a
responsible community that is
welcoming to all

strategic FPlan

Communication

and Outreach

SIMB will connect and advocate for
our community to internal and
external stakeholders

e Increase capacity and opportunities for the
SIMB community to advocate for industrial
microbiology and biotechnology, the Society
and the field’s impact

e Partner with organizations to introduce
SIMB to new audiences

e Provide tools to help the community
develop and promote the industrial
microbiology and biotechnology workforce

e Conduct, support, and/or amplify
information gathering activities relevant
to the SIMB community

Value and

Function

SIMB will enhance membership value
and maintain its financial and
operational viability

e Provide activities and communication that
ensure a sense of belonging amongst
members and the community

e Enable our community to work toward
relevant sustainable development goals for
a positive global impact

e Maintain an inclusive community supported
by an enforceable Code of Conduct

e Foster a governance structure that
embodies transparency and accountability
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e Provide products and services to meet the
needs of the SIMB individual membership

e Understand and answer the needs of SIMB
corporate members

e Maintain product and service costs at
sustainable levels while expanding or
enhancing services to membership

e Strengthen stable, long-term revenue
streams that work to support the Society's
mission and vision
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Charting the Future of Microbiology: Insights
from Debra Houry, MD, MPH, Chief Medical
Officer at the COC

Dr. Debra Houry, a distinguished leader in public health and microbiology, shares her vision for advancing
equity in healthcare, mentoring future professionals, and addressing health challenges through collaborative,
evidence-based approaches. Her journey underscores the importance of bridging microbiology with public
health to create a healthier, more equitable world.

From Microbiology to Public Health: A Journey of Purpose

Dr. Houry'’s career is a testament to her dedication to disease prevention and public health advocacy. With
dual degrees in medicine and public health from Tulane University, she began her path in microbiology and

public health during her residency at Denver Health Medical Center. This experience exposed her to the
complexities of infectious diseases like hepatitis and syphilis, inspiring a lifelong commitment to combating
preventable illnesses.

Reflecting on her career, Dr. Houry emphasizes the critical role microbiology plays in addressing public
health challenges. “The persistence of diseases like syphilis reminds us of the ongoing need for vigilance
and innovation,” she shares. Her work demonstrates how integrating microbiological expertise with public
health strategies can create meaningful, lasting healthcare improvements.

The Role of Microbiology in Public Health Data

While Dr. Houry has contributed to CDC's Data Modernization Initiative (DMI), her focus extends beyond
technology to actionable, real-world applications. She highlights how modernized microbiological data
strengthens disease surveillance and empowers communities with tools for prevention.

Dr. Houry advocates for advancements such as automated data collection using electronic health records
to enhance equity in healthcare access. She has also supported implementing the Quality Manual for
Microbiological Laboratories (QMML) to ensure diagnostic reliability and foster preparedness against
seasonal outbreaks like flu and RSV. These efforts demonstrate her commitment to making microbiological
data not only precise but also accessible and impactful.

Adyvice for Aspiring Microbiologists and Life Science Students

Dr. Houry believes the next generation of microbiologists holds the key to solving some of the most pressing
health issues. She offers valuable advice to students:

» Gain Practical Experience:
“Immerse yourself in real-world challenges,” she says. Understanding microbiology’s application
in public health will reveal how scientific knowledge can lead to innovative solutions.
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»  Foster Collaboration:
Dr. Houry stresses the importance of interdisciplinary teamwork. “Microbiologists must work
with epidemiologists, data scientists, and policymakers to tackle complex issues effectively.
Collaboration thrives when we listen and align our goals.”

» Embrace Lifelong Learning:
With technologies like genomic sequencing and Al revolutionizing microbiology, Dr. Houry
encourages students to stay curious and continually update their skills to remain at the forefront
of innovation.

»  Advocate for Equity:
She emphasizes the pivotal role microbiologists play in addressing health disparities. “Your work
can shape public health policies that ensure resources reach underserved communities,” she
notes, urging students to prioritize equity in their careers.

Lessons from the COVID-19 Pandemic:

Dr. Houry regards the pandemic as a pivotal moment for public health, highlighting lessons that underscore
the resilience of microbiology:

Improved Testing Quality: The crisis exposed gaps in laboratory standards, leading to stronger quality

assurance measures.

Collaboration in Action: Partnerships between public health labs, academic institutions, and private

organizations were instrumental in scaling testing capacity.

Adaptability and Innovation: “The pandemic taught us the value of resilience and constant innovation in
microbiological sciences,” she reflects.

Charting a Path Forward

Dr. Houry's work offers a guiding light for students and professionals in microbiology and public health.
Her vision champions scientific rigor, collaboration, and equity as pillars of effective healthcare solutions.

To those considering careers in these fields, Dr. Houry’s message is clear: “Your work matters. By combining
your technical expertise with compassion and advocacy, you can shape a healthier, more equitable world.”
Her career exemplifies the impact of integrating knowledge with purpose, inspiring others to lead with
both heart and skill.
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K. Thomas Klasson, PhD

This year, SIMB sponsored two awards at the 2024 Greater New Orleans Science and
Engineering Fair (GNOSEF). GNOSEF was organized by Tulane University in New Orleans
on February 16-29, 2024, and encourages independent student research in science and
engineering; promotes the understanding and appreciation of sciences; encourages youth
to pursue science, math, or engineering careers; stimulate interest and support for science
and math programs in area schools; promote collaboration and interaction between area
students and scientists and engineers from the community and/or the world. The GNOSEF
is one of the oldest such fairs in the nation, with the first held in 1956 and hosts about 300
6th-12th grade students annually. SIMB sponsored a 1st place award of a Certificate and a
$75 gift card for Junior Division and a $125 gift card for the Senior Division to an individual
student who demonstrate the best microbiology- or biotechnology-related project. Past
SIMB Director Dr. K. Thomas Klasson served as judge and reviewed entries by the young
scientists who had projects best fitting our criteria. A total of 122 projects were evaluated
for their relevance to microbiology and biotechnology.

A student from Lake Forest Charter School in New Orleans, Louisiana, took home the SIMB
Award in the Junior Division for the work investigating the antimicrobial properties of
natural and synthetical compounds. Microorganisms from a kitchen sponge was sampled
with sterile Q-tips, steaked onto agar plates. After the plates had been inoculated, oregano
oil, tea tree oil, and thyme oil were used as natural compounds and spread onto the plates.
Ibuprofen was used as synthetic compound. Plates were prepared in duplicates and the
controls were inoculated plates without treatment. The plates were incubated for 3 days at
room temperature, counting the number of colonies each day. The results showed that the
natural compounds controlled the colony quantity better than the synthetic compounds.
The control plates had significantly more colonies that any of the treated plates.

A student from Hayes Academy for Advanced Studies in Kenner, Louisiana, won the SIMB
Award in the Senior Division for the work on the cellular comparison of reptilian versus
mammalian cells regenerative processes. While there were some experimental problems
when collecting their own data, an impressive amount of microscopic images were collected
for reptilian and mammalian cells. The lack of quantitative data forced the student to retrieve
published data on regeneration of different cell types and the content of macrophages in
the same cells. With the data, the student was able to statistically demonstrate a positive
correlation between number of macrophages and reduced tissue regeneration times.

Both of these aspiring researchers were well-deserving of the SIMB Award and have a great
future in the field of science. SIMB congratulate them and wishes them all the best.
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Just Launched!

A New SIMB Online Membership Portal

SIMB is upgrading its online capabilities to serve the growing demands of our organization.
We have launched a new online membership/event registration platform to better meet our
current and future needs.

Please Note: Membership renewals for 2025 were delayed during this transition. An email was
sent on December 19, 2024 to announce the new system is live along with login instructions
and how to renew.

Additional functionality may be added to the site within the coming year based on member
need, and we'll update the membership should any additional features become available.

We thank you for your patience during this time.



SBFC 2025
Nomination Deadline February 5, 2025

Annual Meeting 2025
Nomination Deadline April 10, 2025
RAFT® 2025
Nomination Deadline July 9, 2025
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Michael Resch
Finds His Way on
a Journey Where

Back Doors Open

Former SIMB President
Sees Openings on His Path

NREL and Ernest Tucker




It’s hard to miss Or. Michael Resch, a

past president of the Society of Industrial
Microbiology and Biotechnology [SIMB] who
stands 6-foot-9. Whether he’s sitting in the
oudience or making a presentation, he tends to
stand out in a crowd. Like his stature, his path
was nat typical.

Growing up in Madison, Wisconsin, in the 1990s, playing

sports in college was not a goal for Michael in high school.

At Madison West High School, the academic curriculum
was geared for achievement with a goal for graduates to
attend the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Although
Michael wanted to pursue medicine in college, he was
recruited to play basketball at a small liberal arts college
in Kentucky. It proved the wisdom of his high school
counselor who told him that “there is a back door to
wherever you want to go.”
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“The college athletic department flew me down to
Kentucky and offered me a full ride,” he says. “To me it
was a free education.” Lindsey Wilson College (LWC) in
Columbia, KY, wasn't the traditional college experience
though—at least not from the partying perspective. “I
didn’t realize it was a dry county [non-alcoholic] until my
mom dropped me off. She was laughing.”

It wasn’t all bleak. Adair County was situated about 90
minutes from Nashville and a few other hot spots—which
Michael visited with friends for a change. For the most
part, he stayed put, played basketball daily, and focused
on pursuing a major in biology and chemistry with a goal
of attending graduate school.

However, his performance playing basketball attracted the
attention of European basketball clubs looking for players
with his size and ability. At LWC he averaged more than 20
points and 10 rebounds per game. He wasn’t focused on
professional sports. After his senior year he was accepted
to attend graduate studies in Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology at Colorado State University.
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However, because of his basketball success, Michael

was invited to a Players’ Showcase in Utah following
graduation in 2001. He knew a bit about the club team
system in Europe from European teammates. Two nibbles
came his way. One from a team in Cyprus, a nation
involved in political strife and another from a town in the
Bordeaux region in southwest France. The French offer of
an airplane ticket upon graduation with an apartment, car,
and untaxed cash salary for a 10-month season, he was
sold on the deal and decided to delay graduate studies.
With no knowledge of French, he folded his oversized
frame onto a plane for his first Europe trip.

France and the World of Le Basket for a Hired
Gun

Meilhan-sur-Garonne was a touristy commune with

one bakery, a post office, and city hall, surrounded

by vineyards and farmlands. Because there was no
professional soccer team, all the local money poured into
the basketball team. Michael was a hired gun.

He was the lone American on the team, brought in so the
club could win—and thereby move to a higher league in
the French system. Each step up brought more prestige
and sponsorship money. There was an adjustment for
the big guy known as the “Ricain” (short for “Américain”).
“Pretty much no one spoke English in the town or on

the team,” he says. One word made sense: Allez! “Go!” It
was used to explain plays in combination with pointing.
Eventually the team did hire a translator—whom they cut
after six months when Michael mastered a smattering of
the language.

His first day in France was September 1, 2001. When the
September 11 attacks occurred, he was in an information
bubble. “At that point, | had no cable TV. All the news |
had about the twin towers was in French. It was crazy. |
thought it was a movie.” Eventually, friends took him to
houses which had access to CNN or BBC where he learned
the extent of the tragedy. Already a local attraction, he
became the focus of media attention. “l was getting
interviewed by local newspapers, asking ‘Are you ready to
go to war?"”

Yet despite his being a foreigner, he felt completely

welcome. “Everyone was welcoming. | was part of the
family. That’s the type of team this was. After the games,
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we'd invite the other team to dinner then, and drink and
laugh with them.”

Overall, life was grand. With only two practices a week
and one game on Saturday, he was free to roam Europe.
Every weekend, he dined with one of the local farmers
who sponsored the club and took pride in sharing their
best wines, liquors, and food. The delicacies included foie
gras, the un-PC duck liver delicacy for which the region is
famous (or infamous).

The game was new too. “I played forward, but their style
of play is so much different than here. They grab and
push, more like soccer. Very physical,” he recalls. Also,
each player has an individual skill. “They don't have
American all-around skills: shoot, pass, dribble—dunk.”
Instead, there’s one guy who pushes people around in the
post; another who dribbles; and one who shoots.

The team flourished. “I completely dominated, averaging
30 points and 10 rebounds, dunking over people. | should
have been in a higher league.” But at the end of the
season, Michael re-injured his right knee—and things
ended awkwardly, with the team withholding his final
paycheck because they were suspicious, he was faking his
injury.

LEncore and the Beginning of Biochemistry

The following year, with the help of an American agent,
he doubled his salary and signed with a team in a higher
league—a decision which would come to haunt him.

“Things were shady there,” he says. Playing for Cherbourg,
located in Normandy, was completely different than
Southwest France. For one thing, the team was owned

by a bank, which mean a more business-like approach for
the Seagull team. The squad would play in front of about
1,000 fans, so it was a bigger event. More importantly,
winning meant bonuses after each game. Losing meant
trouble.

In the offseason, Michael had undergone microfracture
on his knee back at one of the world'’s best clinics in
Madison. To recover, he was supposed to be “non-weight
bearing” for six weeks. He wanted to do his rehab there
in Wisconsin—but the team ordered him back to France.
They wouldn’t pay Michael until he signed an agreement
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to play. Worse, the first day he could walk was their first
game.

The season was, to use a French concept, surreal. “|
quickly realized that this is the last year | would play.

My knee didn't feel good, and had | started back too
early,” he says. Plus, there was much more pressure, with
more professional French players who were counting on
bonuses for each win.

Then came one bit of luck, or porte arriére (back door

in French). He got a call from Karolin Luger, an Austrian-
born CSU professor (now Howard Hughes Investigator at
CU-Boulder) known for her work with nucleosomes and
discovery of the three dimensional structure of chromatin,
who was recruiting for their doctoral program. The one
week he had off was the week CSU was interviewing. He
flew to Colorado. Although he hadn’t been accepted, he
was warmly received and encouraged to apply for the
Ph.D. with a stipend. He was accepted—and nobody held
his basketball adventure against him.

The season ended, his right knee barking, he took one
farewell grand tour of the continent with friends, and then
Michael went to Colorado—where a sister lived.

Teamwork in Biology and NREL

Michael got to work in Karolin Luger’s lab, getting
experience that led to his dissertation on the biophysical
and structural properties of nucleosomes and chromatin
while experiencing first-hand the struggles of an
academic. He wanted something different. A posting for a
post-doc slot at NREL caught his attention.

In 2008, he joined the lab on cellulase and

hemicellulase enzyme characterization through Energy
Department’s BioEnergy Science Center. His postdoctoral
appointment at NREL started his career and marked the
beginning of his involvement with SIMB.

He sees links between basketball and science. “I think |
learned more from science, actually,” he says. “How to
focus and stay prioritized. If only | could go back in my
basketball career with what | know now.” Additionally, he
was considered the leader on most teams that | played.
“That taught me a lot about the advantages and pitfalls of
leading,” he says. “There is also an art to motivate a group
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of highly successful adults. | think the leadership aspect
of playing sports has helped me in my career.”

SIMB As Part of His Growth

Michael’s first experience with the SIMB was in 2009
with NREL's Steve Decker, a former SIMB President, and
Thomas Klasson who were organizing the Symposium on
Biotechnology for Fuels and Chemicals (SBFC) meeting
in San Francisco. Oil prices had spiked to an all-time high
of $140/barrel and the biofuels meeting was overflowing
with participants with industrial interests.

“l was asked to Chair the poster session at the meeting,”
Michael said. “With more than 600 attendees, we were
over capacity at the hotel, and | had to come up with ideas
on where to hang all the posters. We ended up using all
the banquet rooms, hallways and every nook and cranny
to allow people to present their posters.”

Unexpected doors opened for him in SIMB. Micheal joined
the Planning Committees of the SBFC meetings and then
Biocatalysis for the Annual Meetings. “This led to making
lots of talks and convening multiple sessions. Organizing
meetings allowed me to meet new collaborators, create
sessions and invite leaders in the scientific field that |
admired,” he said.

Eventually, someone persuaded him to run for Director.
Michael was a Director from 2016-2018.

Gaining a Closer Perspective on DOE in
Washington, D.C.

Perhaps because of his team-focused background, Michael
was curious about how the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) functioned, specifically how research projects were
chosen. In 2016, when his NREL boss Tom Foust suggested
that working in the federal government could be benefit
both him and NREL, Michael jumped at the chance. After
making inquiries, Michael found an opportunity at the
Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewale Energy’s (EERE's)
Bioenergy Technology Office (BETO) as a Management
and Operating (M&O) detail. This M&O practice, began
during World War ll, allows the federal government to tap
outside experts for specific subjects.

With the details worked out, he and his wife, Laura, moved
at the start of Fiscal Year 2017 (FY17). They took their two
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young sons, Rowan (then four), and Oaken (then two)
to start a planned two-year hitch in Washington, D.C.
Michael’s detail was split roughly into thirds: he worked
on the conversion and algae platforms as well as Area
6, which had cross-cutting interactions with a variety
of federal agencies as well as the White House Office of
Science and Technology. Change was in the air, too, as a
new administration took power.

Work was as stimulating as life in Washington. D.C. “The
whole process was amazing,” he says, “| had no idea. It
was a quick learning curve.” Michael focused on office
wide communications. “Short-term goals and strategic
long-term goals” were part of his work. He learned that
all research milestones should lead toward short- and
long-term goals contained in DOE documents. “I had
never even read those documents or learned how periodic
funding opportunities arose.” He began to understand
that getting a new idea, and wanting to propose a white
paper, could be helped by referencing documents. A key
question to ask, he found out: how is the work relevant
to BETO? An office must justify funding and how the
research benefits the taxpayer.

He was given complete access to the processes. “I could
attend any meetings,” he says. However, because he was
a DOE contractor, he had to leave his NREL hat at home
to be neutral. “If | was perceived as favoring NREL, I'd be
asked to leave the room,” he says, adding that “it took a
while to learn how to navigate.”

In time, he was involved in some new initiatives, such

as expanding feedstocks, which traditionally had been
limited to terrestrial biomass and algae. He worked on
some workshops on carbon usage. However, because of
the funding uncertainties, he was forced to cut his stay
short, returning in August to Colorado, to finish out FY17.

Upon his return, Michael settled into his role as co-leader
of BETO's Feedstock-Conversion Interface Consortium
(FCIC)—an R&D effort among eight national laboratories
to identify and overcome problems in biomass supply,
preprocessing, and conversion technologies. A goal

was to seek ways for biorefineries to make fuels from
lignocellulosic materials, overcoming a basic problem of
not knowing how to handle, preprocess, and store the
necessary amounts of biomass.
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“One of my goals at the beginning was to find
commonalities among the national labs,” Michael says. “I
wasn’t very familiar with other labs.” He says he looked to
leverage personal relationships and lab core capabilities
“to propose more cost-effective research. You're not
re-inventing the wheel, you're being complementary.

The sum is greater than the individual.” Among his many
successes with that approach came this year. Michael led a
proposal to Fossil Energy and Carbon Management (FECM)
and BioEnergy Technologies Office (BETO) for a $15M
Consortium. This effort will be co-led between National
Energy Technologies Laboratory (NETL) researcher and
Michael representing NREL.

In 2021 Michael made a bid for President of SIMB. Once
elected, and in response to the challenges faced by the
Society and all of its members, Michael embarked on
wide-ranging activities which included managing the
office, becoming more involved with running the Society,
maintaining scientific leadership, and maintaining its
financial wellbeing. He was President Elect for 2022-2023
and President for 2023-2024. He is currently Past President
for 2024-2025.

One of his many successes with that approach came in
2024 when Michael led a proposal to the Fossil Energy and
Carbon Management (FECM) and BioEnergy Technologies
Office (BETO) for a $15M Consortium. This effort will be
co-led between National Energy Technologies Laboratory
(NETL) researcher and Michael representing NREL.

Currently Michael lives in Golden, CO with his wife and
their now 9-year-old and 11-year-old boys. Looking back,
he’s amazed on how things worked out: in sports, science,
NREL and SIMB.

“l got lucky,” he said. And the doors always opened, even
for a guy with sore knees. ®
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Member Spotlight

Kristien Mortelmans: Decades
of contributions to SRI and the
fields of industrial, medical, and
environmental microbiology

SRI’s Seniar Microbiologist Emeritus receives the prestigious Society for Industrial Microbiology and

Biotechnology fellowship award for exceptional dedication.

Kristien Martelmans joined SRI after successfully isolating o mutagenesis-enhancing plasmid
that remains a critical component of a bacterial test, named the Ames test, that is used worldwide
to identify paotentially carcinogenic drugs and chemicals. That work — which she completed as a

PhD student at Stanford University — paved the way for decades of contributions to SRI and the
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fields of industrial, medical, and environmental
microbiology. Here, she talks about that early
discovery, her journey to SRI, and her lifelong

fascination with bacterio.

Receiving the fellowship award from Society for Industrial
Microbiology and Biotechnology (SIMB) is an honor | never
anticipated. | couldn’t believe it when they told me, and

all' I could say was “thank you so much.” SIMB has been a
part of my life for 50 years. | became a student member of
SIMB in 1969 when | transferred to Stanford from De Anza
College with an Associate of Arts degree in Liberal Arts.
With a major in medical microbiology, | enjoyed reading
SIMB magazine to learn about bacteria in other fields. The
society and this award mean a great deal to me.

An unexpected opportunity

At Stanford, my first class in medical microbiology was a
turning point. When | first looked through the microscope
and saw these tiny living things, | thought, “Wow, this is a
world I've never even thought about” and | fell in love with
it.

When | studied for my PhD, | worked with different
plasmids to understand their effect on bacteria. Plasmids
are small, independent DNA molecules, many of which
contain genes that give the bacteria advantages, such

as helping make them resistant to antibiotics. Many also
enhance spontaneous and induced mutagenesis, like UV-
light-induced mutagenesis. My mentor, Professor Bruce
Stocker, was interested in how plasmids protect against
the lethal effects of ultraviolet light and UV-induced
mutations. So, | focused my work on that. My research
focused on a mechanism that involved UV-induced and
spontaneous mutagenesis.

“It was very exciting that the plasmid - pKM101

- was named using my initials.” — Kristien

Maortelmans

| worked with a strain of a histidine dependent Salmonella
typhimurium that | used as a recipient of many different
plasmids for three years, treating various strains under
different conditions. This resulted in screening thousands
of colonies to determine the plasmids’ ability to enhance
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UV-induced and spontaneous mutagenesis. | ultimately
isolated several promising plasmids. Many had the ability
to not only enhance UV survival but also spontaneous
mutagenesis survival.

We eventually sent the isolated plasmids to Professor Bruce
Ames, a biochemist at University of California at Berkeley
who was developing the Ames Salmonella microsome
mutagenicity assay. One of my plasmid isolates was
effective in chemical-induced mutagenesis and remains
an integral part of the Ames test, used globally to detect
substances that cause genetic mutation. Because these
mutations often lead to cancer, the test is required by
many regulatory agencies before a drug is approved and
marketed. It was very exciting that the plasmid — pKM101
— was named using my initials.

Continuing Ames research at SRI

It was Professor Ames who suggested | consider continuing
my work at SRI. In 1976, | accepted a job to run SRI's Ames
testing lab. Before | even started, | was invited to a meeting
with the National Cancer Institute — they were looking to
study the variability of the Ames test between different
labs. SRl was chosen as one of three participants, in part
based on pKM101. After this successful work, | became
Principal Investigator on a range of contracts, including
projects for the National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences, the Food and Drug Administration, and the
Environmental Protection Agency.

I've been a microbiologist at SRI for 48 years, and I've
enjoyed collaborating with scientists on projects involving
environmental, medical, and industrial microbiology. Each
one has given me insight and helped me realize that most
bacteria can be used to help solve problems.

Today, as Senior Microbiologist Emeritus, | have a deep
passion for what I’'m doing. For me, it’s always been about
bacteria; that's what | like to work with. | like to grow them,
and | like to make them happy. People ask me how | know
that they're happy. | tell them: because they smile at me. ®

Kristien was Editor-in-Chief of SIMB News from 1992 to
2001, elected Director from 1995 to 1997, elected SIMB
President in 2000, and is currently a SIMB News Associate
Editor.
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[ 00OKINg Back on the
~Uc4 5ympaosium on
Biomaterials, Fuels and

Chemicals [SBFC)

Kevin Solomon
University of Delaware
2024 SBFC Program Chair

It was my pleasure to organize the 46th Symposium on Biomaterials, Fuels and Chemicals (SBFC) held in Alexandria, VA, from
April 28 — May 1, 2024. The symposium had 293 participants from 22 countries in North and South America, Europe, Asia, and
Oceania. SBFC continues to serve the academic, government, and industrial scientific communities, with this year being no
exception. This year, government attendees were the single largest group of attendees at 33% of the conference, beating
academic participants for the first time in the last five years.

Given our proximity to the US capital and its significant impact on the development of the bioeconomy, a key theme of

the meeting was US federal investment priorities and theirimpact on emerging industrial and research opportunities. The
meeting kicked off with a showcase of significant US investment with regards to bioenergy - the US Department of Energy’s
Bioenergy Research Centers - and a rousing panel discussion with their leadership of future challenges and opportunities for

a circular bioeconomy.
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The program contained 14
engaging sessions organized
within 3 topical tracks - (i)
Biofuels, Bioproducts, and
Synthetic Biology; (ii) Feedstocks
and Bio-based Materials; and (iii)
Engineering & Deconstruction of
Biomass — by our dedicated topic
chairs and conveners. Sessions
discussed the latest advances
in microbial, microbiome,
bioenergy crop, materials,
and process engineering, and
feedstock utilization, along with
special sessions on translation
and the economic viability of
bioprocesses. All sessions were
well-attended and generated vibrant conversations that frequently spilled out into the hallways.

New to this year was a highly attended panel with industrial experts sharing lessons learnt ‘translating across scales’.
Panelists came from a range of institutions including DSM, IFF, Amyris, DEVCOM (US Army), BioMADE, and Capra Biosciences.
To better showcase the breadth and growth of the biomaterials area, we also presented two focused sessions on Engineered
living materials, and New performance/process-advantaged biomaterials. Finally, thought leaders from federal and private
funding agencies including the National Science Foundation (NSF), the US Department of Energy, The National Security
Commission on Emerging Biotechnology, Schmidt Sciences, and the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy
hosted a packed fireside chat on the future Funding and Regulatory Landscape of the Bioeconomy in a special session. We
also continued to celebrate and showcase the next generation of bioeconomy researchers, our students, with 2 student oral
sessions and poster rapid fires. Both sessions were packed with standing room only!

To close the program, we recognized and celebrated thought leaders and rising stars in the community. Prof. Huimin Zhao
from the University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign, was recognized with the Charles D. Scott Award for his “distinguished
contributions to enable and further the use of biotechnology to produce fuels and chemicals”, named in honor of the
founder of SBFC. Lanzatech was recognized with a Bioeconomy Leadership Award for their significant progress towards “the
development of a renewable resource-based fuels and chemicals economy”. Finally, Emily Aicher from Purdue University,
and Daniela Ruiz from Texas A&M received diversity travel awards to support their participation at the meeting. Outstanding
student presentations were also recognized: Joshua Dietrich, Vanessa Rondon Berrio, and Andrew Hren.

It was an honor and privilege to chair the Program Committee for the 2024 SBFC and work with an engaged team including
Ben Woolston (Co-Chair), Carrie Eckert (Past Chair) and SIMB staff Tina Hockaday, Jennifer Johnson, Haley Cox and Suzi
Citrenbaum. We also thank our passionate Topic Area Chairs and Session Conveners for their vision in shaping the program
and running the sessions. We also thank all our exhibitors for their generous support of SBFC: DOE Bioenergy Technologies
Office, Getinge, Scientific Bioprocessing, Inc., USDOE-funded Bioenergy Research Centers (BRCs).

The 47th SBFC Meeting will be held at The Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee, Wl and organized by Program Chair Ben Woolston from
Northeastern University. Please contact Ben Woolston (b.woolston@northeastern.edu) if you would like to help organize and/
or provide feedback or resources for this upcoming meeting. We look forward to seeing you there May 4-7, 2025!
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Recap of 2024 Boston
SIMB Annua

John Evans
2024 SIMB Annual Meeting Program Co-chair

Another SIMB Annual Meeting for the history books! It was great to see that the Annual Meeting attendance has returned
to pre-Pandemic levels with more than 600 folks from 23 countries converging in Boston to share their solutions for energy,
food, and environmental sustainability provided by industrial biotech.

After the rapid-fire Science Slam, the conference was formally opened and the folks treated to a fantastic talk by Dr. Kirsty
Salmon, Vice President for Advanced Bio and Physical Sciences for Low Carbon Energy at BP, on the circuitous career pathway
she has negotiated in her career. Highlighted was the science she performed and relationships she cultivated during this
time. Thanks Kirsty!

Other featured lectures included the KMB and Charles Thom lectures. Special thanks the continued to the Korean Society

for Microbiology and Biotechnology (KMB) for its continuing partnership with SIMB and to Prof. Yong-Su Jin, UIUC, for the
excellent KMB lecture for 2024. The 2024 Charles Thom award was presented to Prof. Matthew DelLisa, Cornell University, who
provided a packed house with a great retrospective of his work. A well-deserved Thom recipient indeed!

The outstanding core area sessions covering advances in Biocatalysis, Cell Culture and Fermentation, Environmental,
Metabolic Engineering and Natural Products would not have been possible without the tremendous efforts of the Topic Area
Chairs and Session Conveners. They deserve a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ for their volunteer work for planning many thoughtful
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sessions with great speakers.
Also, a special thanks to those
conveners of the special sessions,
highlighting advancements

in bioethanol, downstream
processing, and bioformulations.
Last, thanks to the conveners

of the JIMB session for bringing
work from the Societies’ journal
to the audience as well.

As always, the poster sessions
were the scene of meeting
new friends, reestablishing
connections and talking
science! Student poster winners
to be commended for their
hard work were Stacie Stuut
Balsam (Environmental), Nisha
Vishwanathan (Natural Products), Charles Wackwitz (Biocatalysis), Kevaughn Prout (Cell Culture and Fermentation), and Yang
Hu (Metabolic Engineering). Congratulations! From the student oral session, the winner for outstanding oral presentation
was Aida Tafrishi. Well done!

The banquet dinner provided a great opportunity to make several awards, including the 2024 Waksman Outstanding
Teaching Award to Prof. Melanie Mormile, the SIMB Early Career Award to Prof. Elizabeth Parkinson and the Charles Porter
Award to Dr. Neal Connors. Diversity Travel Award recipients, graduate students Bridgie Cawthon Jr. and Allison Tang, were
recognized at the dinner.

The meeting would not have been a success without the generous contributions from our wonderful SIMB sponsors, Schmidt
Sciences, Braskem, IFF, Corteva, Merck, and the Frances Templeton Fund, and to those companies in our sold-out exhibit hall.

Thanks to the 2024 President of SIMB, Dr. Michael Resch, for
providing to me the opportunity to serve as the Program Chair
of the 2024 SIMB Annual Meeting. Of course, this conference
would not have been a success without the wonderful SIMB
staff: Tina Hockaday, Jennifer Johnson, Suzi Citrenbaum, and
Haley Cox.

Be sure to start making plans for SIMB’s milestone 75th SIMB
Annual Meeting in San Francisco scheduled for July 27-30 at
the Hyatt Regency. Contact the 2025 Program Chair, Dr. José L.
Avalos now if you want to help out as a Topic Area committee
member, Session Convener, Speaker or Sponsor in 2025. Your
participation is sure to make the Diamond Jubilee anniversary
of SIMB a success!
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bth International
Conference on Natural
Froauct Discovery and
Development in the
[5enomic Era

Manchester Grand Hyatt Hotel January 5-9, 2025
San Diego, CA www.simbhg.org/np

Program Chairs
YiTang, Un iversity of Cal ifornia, Los Angeles
Bradley Moore, University of California, San Diego
Jaclyn Winter, University of Utah

Alessandra Eustaquio, University of lllinois, Chicago
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Keynote Speaker

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY
IGI GOVERNANCE BOARD

Banqguet Speaker

NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE
2025 Program

The program will consist of seven sessions over four and a
half days, two poster sessions, networking receptions, two
optional ticketed workshop tutorials available to attendees
only, and free evening to network and explore San Diego.

You can join the program through submitting a poster
abstract. The oral sessions are by invitation only.

October - November - December 2024
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Convener

» YiTang, University of California, Los Angeles

Speakers:

» KEYNOTE: Jennifer Dounda, University of California,
Berkeley

» Brad Moore, University of California, San Diego

» Wilfred van der Donk, University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign

Conveners

» Richiro Ushimaru, University of Tokyo
» Ryan Nett, Harvard University

Speakers:

» Wenjun Zhang, University of California, Berkeley
» Josh Armstrong, Corteva

» Anne Osbourn, John Innes Center

» Matt Winston, Merck

» Jon Chekanm, University of North Carolina at
Greensboro

» Keniichi Matsuda, Hokkaido University

» Christine Beemelmanns, Helmholtz Institute for
Pharmaceutical Research Saarland

Conveners

» Ben Shen, University of Florida
» Serina Robinson, Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic
Science and Technology

Speakers:

» Alessandra Eustaquio, University of Illinois, Chicago
» Brian Bachmann, Vanderbilt University

» Rishiro Ushimaru, University of Tokyo

» Katherine Ryan, University of British Columbia

» Neha Garg, Georgia Institute of Technology

» Seokhee Kim, Seoul National University

» Stefano Donadio, Naicons

SIMB NEWS

131



meetings

Conveners

» Jaclyn Winter, University of Utah

» Yit-Heng Chooi, University of Western Australia

Speakers:

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Hsiaoching Lin, Academic Sinica

Martin Schmeing, McGill University

Emily Parker, Victoria University of Wellington

Kyo Bin Kang, Sookmyung Women'’s University

Bo Li, University of North Carolina

Michael Freeman, University of Minnesota

Pieter Dorrestein, University of California, San Diego

Conveners

»

»

Martin Schmeing, McGill University
April Lukowski, University of California, San Diego

Speakers:

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Rebecca Butcher, University of Florida
Min-Kyn Oh, Korea University

Louise Charkoudian, Haverford College

Ben Shen, University of Florida

Colin Harvey, Hexagon Biosciences

Michio Sato, University of Shizuoka

Yanran Li, University of California, San Diego

Conveners

»

» Jon Chekan, University of North Carolina at Greensboro

Alessandra Eustaquio, University of illinois, Chicago

Speakers:

»
»
»
»

»

»

»
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Elizabeth Parkinson, Purdue University
Mohamed Donia, Princeton University

April Lukowski, University of California, San Diego
Roger Linington, Simon Fraser University

Serina Robinson, Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic
Science and Technology

Vahe Bandarian, University of Utah
Sang Hee Shim, Seoul National University
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Conveners

»

Wenjun Zhang, University of California, Berkeley
Seokhee Kim, Seoul National University

Speakers:

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Ryan Nett, Harvard University

Yit-Heng Chooi, University of Western Australia
Robin Teufel, University of Basel

Dairi Tohku, Hokkaido University

Michael Burkart, University of California, San Diego
Lone Gram, Technical University of Denmark

Mo Seyedsayamdost, Princeton University

Jaclyn Winter, University of Utah

Poster Sessions Conveners:

»

»

Hsiao-Ching Lin
Yanran Li

Attendee Only Ticketed
Workshops

Instructor

»

Prof. Pieter Dorrestein, PhD, University of California, San
Diego

Instructors

N~

»

»

»

»

Hiroshi Otani, DOE Joint Genome Institute
Dan Udwary, DOE Joint Genome Institute
Drew Doering, DOE Joint Genome Institute
Nigel Mouncey, DOE Joint Genome Institute
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society for Industrial Microbiology and
Biotechnology 2024 Resolutions

1. To the 2023-2024 Officers of the Society:

President Michael Resch, NREL
Past President Nigel Mouncey, JGI
President-elect Ramon Gonzalez, MojiaBio

Secretary 2021-2024 Elisabeth Elder, Georgia State University

Treasurer 2023-2026 Katy Kao, San Jose State University

Directors Ben Shen, The Scripps Research Institute
Adam Guss, Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Brian Pfleger, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Jennifer Headman, POET

Executive Director Haley Cox, SIMB

2. To the outgoing members of the Board for their dedicated service:

Nigel Mouncey, JGI
Elisabeth Elder, Georgia State University
Ben Shen, The Scripps Research Institute

3. To the incoming members of the Board for 2024-2025, whose term began August 7, 2024:

President Ramon Gonzalez, MojiaBio
President-elect Rob Donofrio, Neogen

Secretary Mark Blenner, University of Delaware
Director Aindrila Mukhopadhyay, LBNL

4. To the outgoing SIMB Committee Chairs whose term concluded in 2024:

Sheena Becker, DEI Committee

Noel Fong, Nominations Committee

Melanie Mormille, SIMB News Editor-in-Chief

Nigel Mouncey, Student/Postdoc/Early Career Ad Hoc Committee
Kevin Solomon, SBFC Program Committee

John Evans, Annual Meeting Program Committee

Elisha Wood-Charlson, CMiC Program Committee

5.To Yi Tang, Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Industrial Microbiology and Biotechnology, for outstanding
editorial services; to the current JIMB Editors R. H. Baltz, P. Cirino, T. W. Jeffries, T. D. Leathers, A. J. Link, B. Shen,
W. Zhang, and H. Zhao; and to Oxford University Press for producing a distinguished open access journal

6. To Melanie Mormile, outgoing Editor-in-Chief of SIMB News for her dedication and editorial prowess

during her tenure; to Kris Rath as the incoming SIMB News Editor-in-Chief; to Elisabeth “Betty” Elder, Kristien
Mortelmans, and Leo Liu as SIMB News Associate Editors; and to Katherine Devins for providing production
services to the SIMB membership which have resulted in an attractive and professional publication throughout
the year.
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7. To Betty Elder, Placement Chair and SIMB co-photographer, for her efforts throughout the year on behalf of
the Society.

8. To the Society’s committee chairs and committee members at large for their dedicated service to the
Society.

9. To the 2024 Quarter Century Club inductees Jorge Aguinaldo, Tim Davies, Alfredo Martinez, Cedric Pearce,
and James Zahn; and to the Class of 2024 SIMB Fellows Jay Keasling, Nigel Mouncey, and Kristien Mortelmans.

10. To the memory of long-term SIMB members in honor of their passing and their contributions not only to
the Society but also the field of industrial microbiology and biotechnology: S Gaylen Bradley, Herb Ward, and
Bob Schwartz.

11. To the SIMB Headquarters Office Staff: Jennifer Johnson, Director of Member Services; Suzi Citrenbaum,
Visual Design and Web Manager; Tina Hockaday, Meetings and Exhibits Coordinator; Al Trapal, Accountant; and
Todd Carlisle, IT and networking, for their devotion and dedicated service to the Society this year.

These Resolutions are respectfully submitted.

Haley Cox
Executive Director
December 2024

2024 SIMB Annual Megsting Resolutions

Be it resolved that we, the members of the Society for Industrial Microbiology and Biotechnology, express our
sincere appreciation and thanks to the following people and organizations who have made the 2024 Annual
Meeting an outstanding success:

1. To the Headquarters Office staff for handling logistics, registration, local arrangements, and networking
activities for the annual meeting.

2. To the Annual Meeting program chair, John Evans and the 2024 Program Committee for organizing an
outstanding program.

3. To the session conveners for developing and leading excellent technical sessions and to the invited speakers
and poster presenters for their contributions.

4. To Tim Cooper for presenting a valuable workshop on Fermentation Basics and to Marcello Fidaleo for his
workshop on Bioprocess Analysis using Design of Experiments.

5. To all presenters who participated in the Science Slam and to its conveners.
6. To Kirsty Salmon for presenting the Keynote lecture.

7. To Prof. Yong-Su Jin and KMB for presenting the Korean Society for Microbiology and Biotechnology plenary
lecture; to the Prof. Yong-Cheol Park as the KMB delegate; and to KMB as an organization for its continued
partnership.

8. To Matthew Delisa, recipient of the Charles Thom Award, for his outstanding research contributions to
industrial and applied microbiology, and for presenting the Thom Award Lecture.
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9. To Neal Connors, Charles Porter Award recipient, for his continued and dedicated service to the Society.
10. To Elizabeth Parkinson as the recipient of the Early Career Award (formerly the Young Investigator Award).
11. To Melanie Mormile as the recipient of the Waksman Outstanding Teaching Award.

12. We congratulate the 2024 Diversity Travel Awardees, Bridgie Cawthon Jr. and Allison Tang.

13. We congratulate the 2024 Carol D. Litchfield Student Oral and Poster Award presentation winners.

Best Student Oral Presentation: Aida Tafrishi
Best Student Poster Presentations
Biocatalysis: Charles Wackwitz

Cell Culture and Fermentation: Kevaughn Prout
Environmental: Stacie Stuut Balsam

Metabolic Engineering: Yang Hu

Natural Products: Nisha Vishwanathan

14. To the following organizations for their sponsorship of the 2024 SIMB Annual Meeting: Schmidt Sciences,
Braskem, IFF, Corteva, Merck, and the Frances Templeton Fund

15. To the commercial exhibitors and their representatives who recognize the value of their presence at the
SIMB annual meeting:

Agilent Technologies, Inc. Dakota BioWorx Kuhner Shaker ProAnalytics LLC

ALIT Lifetech Inc Ddl, Inc. Lallemand Bio- Procelys by Lesaffre
Angel Yeast Co., Ltd Distek Ingredients QualiTru Sampling
Beckman Coulter Life Eppendorf Mettler-Toledo Process Systems

Scientific FIAlab Instruments, Inc Analytics SBT Instruments

Biolog Getinge MSU Bioeconomy Scientific Bioprocessing,
BioMADE Global Bioingredients, Inc. Institute Inc. (sbi)

BIONET Hamilton Company Nuclera Sunflower Therapeutics
Bio-Technical Resources ILS Nu-Tek BioSciences, LLC Tierra Biosciences
BlueSens Infors OGI Bio Ltd

Caladan Bio Kbiotech Ohly America

Carr BioSystems Knik Co, LTD. Oxford University Press

16. To Run Coordinator Betty Elder for continuing the 5K Fun Run-Walk tradition.

17. To all SIMB Members and prospective members who attended the SIMB Business Meeting, discussing and
voting on important issues that shape the future of the Society.

These Resolutions are respectfully submitted.

Haley Cox
Executive Director
December 2024
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2025 S5IMB Election tor Board of Directors

The SIMB Election for positions on the Board of Directors will commence March 3, 2025. The election will close at
noon EDT on March 31, 2025, and members must join/renew by noon EDT, March 28, 2025, to be eligible to vote.

Current members for 2024 will receive login instructions for accessing the voting module.

The first step in the election process is the identification of the Nominations Committee (NC) consisting of the
chair and least two members. The committee members are approved by the Board and serve only for the current
year and cannot be reappointed within a three-year period. The NC proposes a slate of candidates (usually at
least two candidates for each position) with input from the membership. The candidates must be current SIMB
members with a demonstrated interest and involvement in SIMB. Upon acceptance of the nomination, the

NC informs the candidates of the duties and responsibilities required by each position. In addition to the NC,

candidates can be identified via Article 5, Section 4 in the SIMB Constitution using a petition process.

The final slate of candidates is due to the president by the first board meeting during the annual meeting.
Candidates must submit a biography and photograph for publication in the October-December issue of SIMB
News and for posting on the website. After voting ends, the Election Committee, consisting of a minimum

of two SIMB members, receives access to the voting module and certifies counts from online voting, as well
as any paper ballots previously requested and postmarked no later than the deadline date for electronic

voting ballots, and delivers the results to the SIMB President and SIMB Secretary for announcement.

The election process and ballots are available for inspection for at least 30 days following
the annual meeting. Ballots and records are destroyed six months after the election (unless

otherwise directed by the Board) and final tabulation of the votes is preserved.
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Caondidate for President-elect

Elisabeth D. (Betty)
Elder has degrees
from SMU, SFA, and
Texas A&M. After
being a Graduate
Teaching Assistant at
Texas A&M, she held
academic positions
at GSW, LSUA, and
AU which resulted in

teaching a broad spectrum of biology courses to

undergraduate students as well as masters and

doctoral students. She served as Department Chair

of the Biology Department at GSW for 6 years.

Her research was primarily in applied and environmental

microbiology with support from NSF, NIH,

NASA, FDA, Crisp County Power, Flint River Commission,
Huie Dellmon Trust Endowed Professorship, Roy and
Vanita Martin Endowed Professorship, and the AU
Undergraduate Research Program. In addition, she

has experience in developing best practices in a food
microbiology laboratory. Both the teaching and research
activities were greatly supported by participating in
SIMB which facilitated remaining current in microbiology
and having productive interactions with SIMB members.
Prior to, and continuing into her retirement, Betty

has volunteered with classes at local grade schools

with the last 10 years focused on science lessons for

approximately 160 second graders per week.

Betty has been a member of SIMB for approximately
40 years. In addition to attending meetings, convening
sessions, making presentations, and judging posters, her

activities/honors in SIMB include:
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Clisabetn Elder

Secretary (four terms; 12 years),

Finance Committee (12 years),

Chair of the Education Committee (6 years),
Editor-in-Chief of SIMB News (two terms; 10 years),
Associate Editor of SIMB News (5 years and ongoing),
Member of the Publications Committee (10 years),
Chair of the Exhibits Committee (2 years),

Chair of the Placement Committee (4 years and
ongoing),

Photographer (4 years and ongoing),

Annual Meeting 5K Run Walk organizer (many years and
ongoing),

Waksman Award recipient (2006),
Porter Award recipient (2013),
SIMB Fellowship Status (2023), and

Quarter Century Club member.

Should she be elected, her plans include:

»
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»

¥

Revising the strategic plan and the core topics to
facilitate the advancement of SIMB,

Continuing the mentorship program to support
members’ careers,

Expanding collaborative interactions with other
professional organizations,

Encouraging all members to participate in SIMB
initiatives while conserving resources,

Continuing her support of the initiatives of the BOD,
committees, and headquarters’ staff plus

Providing institutional memory while being adaptable
to the needs of the Society.
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Caondidate for President-elect

Ben Shen is Professor
in the Departments
of Chemistry and
Molecular Medicine
and Director of the
Natural Products
Discovery Center
(NPDC) at the Herbert
Wertheim UF Scripps
Institute for Biomedical
Innovation & Technology (2022-), and Professor in the
Skaggs Graduate School of Chemical and Biological
Sciences at Scripps Research (2011-). Ben received B.S. from
Hangzhou University, M.S. from the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, Ph.D. from Oregon State University and carried
out postdoctoral research at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Before his current positions, Ben served on the
faculty at the University of California, Davis (1995-2001),
University of Wisconsin-Madison (2001-2010) where he
held the Charles M. Johnson Distinguished Chair and
served as the Principal Investigator of the NCI National
Cooperative Drug Discovery Group for Cancers, and the
Scripps Research Institute (2011-2022) where he served
as the Vice Chair and Chair of Department of Chemistry,
Florida Campus, and launched the NPDC, serving as its
Director. Research in the Shen Lab centers on chemistry,
biochemistry, and genetics of natural product biosynthesis
and mining of actinobacterial genomes for natural
products and drug discovery. Most recently, the Shen Lab
launched the Actinobacterial Strain Collection and Genome
Database web portal (https://npdc.rc.ufl.edu/home) as
a Community Resource to promote and enable natural

products training, research, and associated applications.

Ben has been a member of SIMB for the past 28 years,
serving the Society in various capacities. Ben has presented
at 16 SIM(B) annual meetings, co-chairing the natural
products program for five of them, and presented at six
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SIM(B)-organized natural products meetings, serving as

the program chair for two of them. Ben has served on the
JIMB Editorial Board since 2002, as an Editor since 2017

and the Special Issue Editor since 2023. Most recently,

Ben served one term on the SIMB Board of Directors
(2021-24). Ben has been recognized by SIMB with the 2018
Charles Thom Award and by the American Society for
Microbiology for the 2015 Promega Biotechnology Research
Award. Ben is a Fellow of the American Academy of
Microbiology, American Association for the Advancement

of Science, and American Society of Pharmacognosy.

As SIMB President, Ben will focus on strengthening

SIMB as the leading industrial microbiology and
biotechnology society by promoting scientific excellence
and technological innovation, fostering knowledge
sharing and collaboration, facilitating networking and
career development mentoring, and encouraging

participation and building an inclusive community.
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Board of Directors Election

Caondidate for Director

“l am the Synthetic
Biology Team Lead
and Microbial Genetic
Engineer at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory
(ORNL). I earned my
PhD at the University
of Colorado, Anschutz,
followed by a
postdoctoral position
at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL).
Following my postdoc at NREL, | joined as research staff
in 2011 and held a joint appointment at the University of
Colorado, Boulder through the Renewable and Sustainable
Energy Institute starting in 2013 where my research
involved the study of a variety of model and non-model
microbes relevant to industrial biotechnology. | have
served as the Rapid Genetics team lead for the Center
for Bioenergy Innovation (CBI, a DOE funded Bioenergy
Research Center) since 2017 and moved to ORNL in 2021
as the lead of the Synthetic Biology team of researchers
developing genetic tools across a wide range of organisms.
My research group continues to focus on the development
and application of genetic tools for microbial metabolic
engineering, with an emphasis on high throughput libraries
utilizing CRISPR-Cas systems for functional genomics
towards industrial application. | am most passionate
about cross disciplinary and organizational (academic/
government/industry) collaborations to accelerate and

drive scientific discovery to enable a vibrant bioeconomy.

SIMB is my “home” professional society. | have been
attending and participating in SIMB conferences for over
a decade as a speaker, session convener, and as part of the
Program Committee for the Metabolic Engineering track
(2023-Present). In 2021, | was co-chair for the Symposium
on Biomaterials, Fuels and Chemicals in 2022 in New
Orleans, LA, the chair in 2023 in Portland, OR, and the
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Carrie Eckert

past chair in 2024 in Alexandria, VA with Kevin Solomon
at the helm. 1 am also active in the new SIMB mentorship

program as well as other committees in the organization.

As a member of the Board of Directors, my goal is to

work as a part of the team to ensure continued Society
growth and success. | will advocate to continue SIMB’s
promotion of both basic and applied science and growth
of the industrial microbiology community by development
and support of our next generation of scientists and
entrepreneurs. Specifically, | strive to foster and facilitate
meaningful interactions between academia, government
labs, and industry and to further increase industry
involvement in SIMB. | will also continue to advocate

for increased diversity in SIMB with a strong focus on
early career membership ranging from undergraduate/
graduate students and postdoctoral researchers to early
career scientists, expanding efforts towards mentorship,
networking, and leadership opportunities to ensure they
have the support they need to succeed and grow in their
careers. SIMB is an important component to accelerating
and advancing the emerging bioeconomy, and | would be

honored to have the opportunity to serve this community.”
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Board of Directors Election

Caondidate for Director

Andreas Schirmer
is an Industrial
Microbiologist. After
graduating from
the Georg-August
University of Géttingen,
Germany, he was a
post-doctoral fellow
at Harvard Medical
School before he joined
industry. He has worked in the Biotechnology Industry
for 25 years. After initially working on polyketide natural
products at Kosan Biosciences, he dedicated the majority
of his industrial career to developing and advancing
a microbial fatty acid platform for the production of
sustainable fuels & chemicals. He and a small group of
talented scientists in 2016 started up LS9, Inc, and then
guided the fatty acid technology through two acquisitions
(REG and Genomatica) towards a mature production
platform. He is a prolific inventor (over 250 patents &
patent applications worldwide) and motivated by guiding
innovative science from ideation to commercialization.
Recently, he joined IFF, International Flavor & Fragrances,

to advance biotechnology in its scent division.

“l attended my first Annual SIMB Meeting in San Francisco
in 2010, and it instantly became my favorite go-to
conference. Since then, | have been an active member of
the society. Between 2011 and 2017 | convened six sessions
on fuels & chemicals and on microbiomes, which | enjoyed
very much and which gave me the opportunity to meet
many great people inside and outside of SIMB. From 2016-
2019, as a member of the Annual Program Committee for
Metabolic Engineering, | helped to organize the annual
meetings. Around that time, | noticed that corporate

sponsorships at the SIMB meetings were lagging, so |
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volunteered to fundraise and contributed to revitalizing
the SIMB Corporate Outreach/Affairs Committee,
becoming its Co-chair from 2017-2020 and again in 2024.

I am still committed to Corporate Outreach because SIMB
needs to be on a strong financial foundation to fulfill its
mission, and industry has the capacity to help. As a member
of the board of directors | intend to continue my outreach
work and to increase industry participation. In addition,
leveraging my long experience in Industrial Biotechnology, |
would like to enable SIMB becoming a stronger vehicle and
visionary of connecting industry, academia & government
organizations. | believe close collaboration of these entities
is necessary to solve the many challenges we face today to

build a stronger and striving bioeconomy for the future.”

www.simbhgq.org



Board of Directors Election

Caondidate for Director

Kevin Solomon is an
associate professor
and a Thomas &
Kipp Gutshall Career
Development
Professor of Chemical
& Biomolecular
Engineering at
the University of
Delaware. After
earning his PhD at MIT working with Kris Prather, and
postdoctoral work with Michelle O'Malley at UCSB, his lab
has focused on the development of nonmodel microbes
for a circular bioeconomy with systems and synthetic
biology approaches. Kevin’s group studies animal gut
microbiomes for efficient microbial systems that degrade
polymeric wastes and develops novel molecular tools to
manipulate them. He has been recognized with multiple
awards for research, teaching, and service including a
US Department of Energy Early Career Award (2019), an
NSF CAREER Award (2022), and the SIMB Early Career
Award (2022). He serves on the editorial board of several
journals including Synthetic & Systems Biotechnology,
sits on the board of directors for the Engineering
Biology Research Consortium, and has provided expert
testimony before the 116th US House of Representatives

on the convergence of engineering and biology.

Kevin has been an active member of SIMB since 2017. He
regularly serves as session chair at the annual meeting
and Symposium on Biomaterials, Fuels and Chemicals
(SBFC), served on the programming committee for the
annual meeting in the environmental track, and recently
convened the SBFC meeting in 2024 as the Programming
Chair. Kevin continues to serve SIMB as the Past Chair for

the 2025 SBFC meeting in Milwaukee later this year.
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“What | love about SIMB is the community and

tight collaboration between industry, academia,

and government, and the opportunity it affords to
accelerate the adoption of bench-scale science within
the bioeconomy. As a Director, my goal would be to
grow this partnership by integrating high-impact
research topics of interest to all three constituencies into
future meetings. This would be supported by an early
career advisory board that would surface the needs of
our community and foster future generations of SIMB
leadership. Another goal would be to enhance the visibility
of the society and actively recruit junior scientists with
increased fundraising to support travel awards, and an
increased social media presence across all platforms. |
am also an advocate for increasing diversity, equity, and
inclusion within the society and would strive to increase
international engagement by exploring partnerships
with external industrial microbiology societies for joint
programming opportunities. | am excited about the
prospect of serving the SIMB community and working to
ensure that it continues to serve as a premiere forum for

catalyzing the development of the microbial bioeconomy.”
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book review

The Catalyst: RNA and the Quest to Unlock Life’s Deepest Secrets

THE AGE OF RNA (Introduction) points out the
importance of physics in the first half of the twentieth
century followed by a spotlight on biology in the
second half. This period covered the discovery of DNA
structure through the Human Genome Project. Thomas
Cech’s book shifts the focus to the major changes the
knowledge of RNA has brought to biology. This covers
the catalytic activities, the overall importance, the
various forms/functions, and the positive/negative
impacts of RNA.

PART 1: THE SEARCH

THE MESSENGER (Chapter 1) provides a form and
function timeline for RNA from viral RNA genomes
(1956); recognition of mRNA, tRNA, and rRNA (1958-
1961); small nuclear RNAs (1974); ribozymes (1982);
telomerase RNA (1989); RNA interference (1998); CRISPR
RNAS (2012), and mRNA vaccines (2020). The initial forms
captivated the largest audience while the other forms
led to the recognition of the powers of these molecules.
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SPLICE OF LIFE (Chapter 2) shows the consistency
between DNA and the initial RNA formed. It also shows
the essential activities of small nuclear RNAs, tRNAs,
rRNAs, and the versatility that can be brought about by
splicing. The RNAs set up the plan for protein synthesis,
mark the points of action, and drive the synthesis of
proteins. Although not thought of in this role in early
research, RNA is the catalyst.

GOING IT ALONE (Chapter 3) points out that in the late
1970's the detailed structures of RNA molecules were
still under development. A major question was how

an RNA molecule could fold into a catalyst. This has
been a challenge. To answer that would require precise
knowledge of the various stable structures and would
be facilitated by using small circular RNAs with any
extraneous material removed.

THE SHAPE OF A SHAPESHIFTER (Chapter 4) builds on
needing to know the structures of molecules, the way
they are built, and how they fit together. RNAs can
have virtually unlimited shapes. Pursing the shape of

www.simbhgq.org



one type at a time allowed crystallography to be used
but still didn’t show the three- dimensional structure.
Introducing different concentrations of additives

such as salts to the molecules resulted in clear, visible
crystals. Adding heavy atoms aided in finding the three-
dimensional structure. This still left the challenges of
finding the three-dimensional structure of the entire
ribozyme along with developing computer programs
and applying Al and to effectively fold RNAs. The next
aim was to solve the structure of a ribosome.

THE MOTHERSHIP (Chapter 5) covers the 1960s through
1980s starting with the concept of RNA can be a
message between DNA and proteins. The chapter

then moves on to ribosomal RNA which didn’t code for
anything but did function as a scaffold in organizing
key proteins. The transfer acted as adaptors to connect
amino acids to codons. The 1980s resulted in discoveries
of RNA being a biocatalyst, small nuclear RNAs being
splicers, ribosomal RNAs being responsible for protein
synthesis. RNA was definitely in the spotlight and
leading to how life developed on Earth.

ORIGINS (Chapter 6) shows RNA can develop in a test
tube. That doesn’t yet, but is leading to, the point of
showing life began in an RNA world. How would a
ribozyme self-replicate in a protocell? This is particularly
a question for a pre-biotic Earth. Could protocells
divide and mutate pushing toward the origin of life.
Just because protocells can divide doesn’t mean they
did. It is still important to consider since it expands the
information available on nucleic acid chemistry and
medicine.

PART Il: THE CURE

IS THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH A DEATH TRAP (Chapter 7)
covers the history of antiaging activities.

These include telomerase causing non-stem cells
to avoid senescence which is also a characteristic of

cancers. The progress being made led to the discovery
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of Tetrahymena minichromosomes with their ribosomal
RNA genes; self-splicing; catalytic RNA molecules;
telomeres and telomerases adding the DNA stability;
and RNase treatment destroying telomerase activity.
Multiple steps were involved in the progression
including telomerase allowing for immortality; activities
of telomerases from Tetrahymena, Oxytricha nova,
Euplotes aediculatus, and ever shorter telomeres (Est
from yeast); involvement of mutations in shrinkage of
telomers leading to senescence; and combining the
MRNA with human telomerase reverse transcriptase
(TERT) resulting active telomerase in laboratories and
living cells. The results have not been clinically proven
but a mutation in the TERT gene can cause melanoma.

AS THE WORM TURNS (Chapter 8) shows how
Caenorhabditis elegans can be injected with
combined sense and antisense RNAs made to precisely
inactivate the unc gene. This causes uncontrollable
twitching in the worm, an example of knocking down
specific mMRNAs. In humans the small interfering

RNAs may impact placental and fetal development,
cancer cell proliferation, multiple genetic diseases,
neurodegenerative diseases, and pharmaceutical
development. RNAs have the potential to be harmful as
well as therapeutic.

PRECISE PARASITES, SLOPPY COPIES (Chapter 9) covers
the huge numbers of RNA viruses on Earth. They
replicate easily, don’t need to generate many proteins,
and have a spectrum of potential hosts which can be
broadened through viral mutations. The mutations that
occur may not be harmful or may assist in faster binding,
faster replication, antiviral resistance, antibody evasion,
and decreasing vaccine efficacy. The chapter also covers
the impact of envelopes on the ease of spread.

RNA VERSUS RNA (Chapter 10) highlights the potentials
for RNA medications such as anti-sense RNA in treating
childhood diseases (i.e. spinal muscular atrophy); small

interfering RNAs treating rare genetic diseases and
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potentially treating neurodegenerative diseases; and
mRNA in vaccinations. A positive outcome of mRNA
involvement in vaccine development is avoiding
potential alterations of DNA genomes.

RUNNING WITH SCISSORS (Chapter 11) touts the
outcomes of CRISPR for gene modification in many
levels of organisms; Dead Cas9 can be activated to
precisely cut switch certain human genes on and

off; CRISPR-based gene editing possibly resulting

in a therapy for diseases such as sickle cell. Current
CRISPR use limit them to the patients being treated;
lack of inheritability; prevention of use for eugenics.
In a completely different area of work, CRISPR also has
the potential to eradicate the Anopheles mosquito.
This is an example of gene driving which is still under
development.

THE FUTURE OF RNA (Epilogue) provides potential
applications of RNA as an informational molecule and
much more. To avoid a spoiler alert, these potentials will
be left for readers to discover. One major discovery of
this book is to never underestimate RNA.

The remainder of the book includes
Acknowledgements, Glossary, Notes, and Index which
are very beneficial.

One factor that led to the reading of this book was

the SIMB meeting, Natural Product Discovery and
Development in the Genomic Era, to be held January
5-9,2025. Jennifer Doudna, mentioned multiple times
in this book, is the keynote speaker. She is a Nobel
Laureate, co-inventor of CRISPR gene editing, and
founder of the Innovative Genomics Institute. She is also
one of the researchers mentioned in Cech’s book. Her
PhD research at Harvard Medical School which focused
on the function of Tetrahymena ribozyme led her to a
postdocin Cech’s lab at University of Colorado, Boulder.
While there she worked on the ribozyme structure

plus synthesizing and crystalizing P4-P6 RNA. These
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topics were pursued when she moved to Yale where
she focused on self-replication in Tetrahymena and
SunY ribozymes. Jennifer Doudna is well known for her
extensive work with CRISPR and CRISPR-Cas9 at the

UC Berkley. In her Institute at UC Berkley, she has used
CRISPR to study photosynthesis, to increase the carbon
storin capacity of plant roots, and to reverse climate
change. This is definitely a short introduction to her
career and a reminder of her upcoming interaction with
SIMB. See you there!
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Enhancing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion:
DEI Committee Initiatives

The Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Committee is dedicated to fostering the participation of women and
underrepresented minorities within our field and the broader society. Our mission is to create meaningful
opportunities and ensure a sense of belonging for all members. Guided by the SIMB Strategic Plan, the
committee developed a comprehensive work plan in May 2024, focusing on three key areas:

1. Expanding the Scope of Travel Awards to maximize their impact and benefits.

2. Reviewing and Updating Policies and In-Person Programs to promote inclusivity.
3. Establishing Partnerships to extend our reach and drive field-wide initiatives.
Travel Awards: Reducing Barriers for Emerging Scholars

The DEI Committee oversees travel scholarships for all SIMB meetings. To better serve the needs of students,
the award format has been updated: instead of a cash award at the closing ceremony, recipients now receive a
registration waiver to alleviate financial burdens. Additionally, a mentorship component is being introduced.
This initiative will facilitate informal meetings between awardees and senior society members at future events,
fostering connections and guidance for early-career professionals.

Policies and In-Person Programs: Building Inclusive Experiences

To ensure inclusive communication across SIMB activities, the DEl Committee has developed guidelines for
staff and will provide tailored recommendations for meeting organizers and conveners. Collaborative efforts
with the Board of Directors and key stakeholders are underway to reimagine the DEI session at the SIMB
Annual Meeting. New formats are being explored to engage a broader audience and enhance the reach of
these programs.

Partnerships: Collaborating for Greater Impact

Data from the NSF Survey of Earned Doctorates highlights the underrepresentation of
minority groups in disciplines relevant to SIMB's scope. To address this, the DEIl Committee
is forging partnerships with other societies and advocacy organizations to help
dismantle barriers to degree completion. Ongoing discussions with national
organizations aim to identify opportunities for collaboration, with the goal of
announcing a new initiative within the year.

Commitment to Progress

Through these efforts, the DEI Committee is committed to advancing
equity and inclusion in our field. By expanding opportunities,
improving policies, and fostering collaborations, we aim to
create a welcoming and supportive environment for all
members of the SIMB community.
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Upcoming SIMB Meetings

Natural Product Discovery

. 47th Symposium on 75th SIMB Annual Meeting
and Development in the . X -
. Biomaterials, Fuels and and Exhibition

Genomic Era .

Chemicals Hvatt R San F )

yatt Regency San Francisco -

Manchester Grand Hyatt The Pfister « Milwaukee, WI San Francisco, CA
San Diego, CA

www.simbhq.org/sbfc www.simbhq.org/annual

www.simbhgq.org/np

NOV. 8-12, 2025

Recent Advances in
Fermentation Technology

Marriott Myrtle Beach Resort
and Spa at Grand Dunes -
Myrtle Beach, SC

www.simbhq.org/RAFT

Upcoming Industry Meetings

MAR. 4-7, 2025 MAR. 23-27, 20235 MAR. 31-APR. 2, 2025

Microbiology Society Annual

f 202
Natural Products EXPO WEST ACS BIOT C.on erence 2025
e CA San Diego, CA Liverpool, UK
naheim, https://microbiologysociety.
www.expowest.com https://acsbiot.org/2025- org/event/annual-conference/
meetings annual-conference-2025.
html#tab-6
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committee corner ‘

SIMB . . Term Staff
. Chair Email . Members .
Committee expires liason
Annual Meeting 2024 | José Avalos AMProgramChair@simbvolunteer.org | 2025 See Program Committee Online Tina Hockaday
Archives Debbie Chadick chadickdebbie@gmail.com 2025 Joan Bennett, Kristien Mortelmans, Erick Jennifer Johnson,
Vandamme Haley Cox
Audit Debbie Yaver dyaver@naturesfynd.com 2027 Tim Davies, Laura Jarboe Haley Cox
Awards/Honors Jennifer Headman | jennifer.headman@poet.com 2026 Raj Boopathy, Stephanie Gleason, Thomas Haley Cox
Klasson, Rajesh Sani, Shawn Nelson
Corporate Affairs "Steve Van Dien svandien@persephonebiome.com 2027 Jonathan Sheridan, Rob Donofrio, David Jennifer Johnson,
Andreas Schirmer" Babson, Charles Isaac, Amanda Fischer, Marie | Haley Cox
Kroeger
Diversity, Equity, and | "Efrain Rodriguez efrainr@iastate.edu 2027 Kaitlyn Niebrugge, Noel Fong, Laura Jarboe, | Haley Cox
Inclusion Ocasio Sara Shield Menard, Felipe Sarmiento,
Sheena Becker" Vanessa Nepomuceno, Sydni Butts, Emily
Christian, Alexander Robinson, Kimia
Noroozi, Arren Liu, Ganesh Sriram
Education and Noel Fong nfong@nucelis.com 2027 Katy Kao, Elizabeth Orchard, Torben Bruck, Haley Cox
Outreach Neal Connors, Mark Blenner, lan Wheeldon,
Laura Jarboe, Benjamin Philmus, Linnea
Fletcher
Elections Kristien Mortelmans | kristien.mortelmans@sri.com 2026 Melanie Mormile Jennifer Johnson
Ethics Thomas Klasson thomas.klasson@usda.gov 2025 Noel Fong, Scott Baker, Susan Bagley Haley Cox
Finance Katy Kao kao.katy@gmail.com 2026 Michael Resch, Rob Donofrio, Elisabeth Elder, | Haley Cox
Ramon Gonzalez, Debbie Yaver, Dick Baltz
Investment Advisory | Dick Baltz rbaltz923@gmail.com George Garrity Haley Cox
Meeting Sites Haley Cox haley.cox@simbhgq.org - BOD and meeting chairs
Membership- Allen Lee Isti@mit.edu 2025 Jason Boock, Eric Young, Qing Sun, Ryan Jennifer Johnson
individual Tappel, Shuai Qian, Casey Hooker, Biki
Kundu, Efrain Rodriguez-Ocasio
Nominations Nigel Mouncey njmouncey@gmail.com 2025 Tim Davies, Carrie Eckert, Melanie Mormile, Haley Cox
Ben Shen, Jonathan Sheridan
Placement Elisabeth Elder elisabeth.elder@gsw.edu 2026 Lisa Lee, Sarita Chauhan Jennifer Johnson
Planning Rob Donofrio RDonofrio@neogen.com 2025 In Development Haley Cox
Publications Hal Alper halper@che.utexas.edu 2025 Ramon Gonzalez, Kris Rath, Yi Tang, Ben Haley Cox
Shen
JIMB YiTang yitang@g.ucla.edu 2025 JIMB Editors Haley Cox
SIMB News Kris Rath kris.rath.4.0@gmail.com 2027 Melanie Mormile, Kristine Mortelmans, Katherine Devins
Elisabeth Elder, Leo H. Liu
Science Policy and Nigel Mouncey njmouncey@gmail.com 2025 Noel Fong, Michael Resch, Andy Manning, Haley Cox
Advocacy Tae Seok Moon, Thomas Alexander, Efrain
Rodriguez-Ocasio, Charles Isaac
Presidential Ad Hoc Committees
Student/Postdoc/ Allen Lee Isi@mit.edu 2025 Noel Fong, Haley Cox, Michael Resch, Md. Haley Cox
Early-Career Azizul Haque, Sora Yu, Jay Huenemann, Blake
Rasor, Eric Eke, Aditya Kunjapur, Guangde
Jiang, Bhargava Nemmaru, Lydia Rachbauer.
Nigel Mouncey
Core Topic Areas Aindrila amukhopadhyay@Ibl.gov 2025 Ben Shen, John Evans, Kirsten Benjamin, Haley Cox
Mukhopadhyay Deepti Tanjore, Mark Blenner, Katy Kao
75th Anniversary Ramon Gonzalez ramon@mojiabio.com 2025 Board of Directors and Archives Committee | Haley Cox

Staff

Special Conferences

liaison

Natural Products YiTang yitang@g.ucla.edu 2025 Co-Chairs: Alessandra Eustaquio, Bradley Tina Hockaday

2025 Chair Moore, Jaclyn Winter

SBFC 2025 Chair Ben Woolston b.woolston@northeastern.edu 2025 Co-Chair: Rebecca Ong; Tina Hockaday
Past Chair: Kevin Solomon

RAFT® 2025 Chair Daniel Dong Daniel.Dong@dsm.com 2025 Co-Chair: Gisela Nadal Rey; Tina Hockaday

Past Chair: Kat Allikian
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members

- Meeting Registration Discounts (Each $500 voucher
is good toward any SIMB meeting registration fee)

Silver - Two (2) $500 vouchers
Gold - Three (3) vouchers
Diamond - Four (4) vouchers

- Recognition and corporate profile in SIMB News
- Discounted exhibit booths and tables
- Discounted advertisements and job postings

Visit www.simbhgqg.org/corporate-membership
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Society for Industrial
Microbiology
and Biotechnology

Your membership. Your community. Your success.

It takes a strong network of people and organizations to
succeed in this industry, and SIMB helps you stay connected. SIMB
Your membership is a powerful investment in your future, so /\/lem bers

SAVE $100s

be sure to renew it today to keep all these great benefits!

¥/ Network with diverse professionals in industry,

academia, and national labs On meeting
¥ Learn the latest tools, methods, and applications so registration and
you and your team stay up-to-date eXhibiting]
¥/ Exchange ideas between areas of microbiology and
biotechnology
¥ Access industry-oriented news and education backed Student Membership
by scientific rigor $40 e

¥/ Promote your work, accomplishments, and
contributions to the world

Regular Membership
$150 @

Renew your membership Corporate Membership
at simbhqg.org/membership s §7,000

¥/ Get support in your career from student to CEO




Your
research,
your rules

Bring confidence to your lab with
INFORS HT incubator shakers. Designed
for versatility and precision, they deliver
reliable, reproducible results to support
everything from advanced research to
routine tasks.

Celltron shaker system

Learn more at

ADOOT-EN | 12.2024

Minitron incubator shaker

infors-ht.com/cultivate-confidence

Multitron incubator shaker

Built to last: Durable shakers built for continuous
use with ergonomic, lab-friendly design.

Versatile for research: Supports diverse
applications with accurate temperature and
agitation control.

Trusted support: Expert service ensures
optimal performance at every step.

Multitron standard
incubator shaker

INFORS T

We bring life to your laboratory




